REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested in light of 
the above amendments and the following remarks. 

Claim 1 has been amended, and claims 13 and 14 have been newly added. Support for 
the amendments is provided for example in Fig. 1 and page 7, lines 14-15, of the instant 
specification. 

Claims 1-3 and 7-9 were rejected, under 35 USC 103(a), as being unpatentable over 
Fukutani et al. (US 6,700,256) in view of Higuchi (US 6,339,273). Claim 4 was rejected, under 
35 USC 103(a), as being unpatentable over Fukutani et al. (US 6,700,256) in view of Higuchi 
(US 6,339,273) and Shiraki et al. (US 6,465,927). Claim 5 was rejected, under 35 USC 103(a), 
as being unpatentable over Fukutani et al. (US 6,700,256) in view of Higuchi (US 6,339,273) and 
Kim et al. (US 2004/0032176). Claims 10 and 1 1 were rejected, under 35 USC 103(a), as being 
unpatentable over Fukutani et al. (US 6,700,256) in view of Higuchi (US 6,339,273) and Obara 
et al. (US 6,538,354). Claim 12 was rejected, under 35 USC 103(a), as being unpatentable over 
Fukutani et al. (US 6,700,256) in view of Higuchi (US 6,339,273) and Karidis (US 4,712,026). 
To the extent these rejections may be deemed applicable to the amended claims, the Applicants 
respectfully traverse based on the points set forth below. 

Claim 1 now defines a disk apparatus having a rotor frame with a cylindrical portion, an 
inner peripheral plate adjoined to the cylindrical portion, a step portion adjoined to the inner 
peripheral plate, and an outer peripheral plate adjoined to the step portion. These features may be 
better understood in light of the exemplary, but non-limiting embodiment, of the claimed 
invention illustrated by the enclosed Exhibit. (References herein to the specification and 
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drawings are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention 
to the referenced embodiments.) As illustrated in the Exhibit, a rotor frame 221 has a cylindrical 
portion 223, an inner peripheral plate 1002 adjoined to cylindrical portion 223, a step portion 
1004 adjoined to inner peripheral plate 1002, and an outer peripheral plate 1006 adjoined to step 
portion 1004. 

Applicants' invention differs from the applied references, for example, in that the 
thickness of the inner peripheral plate (e.g., 1002) is thinner than that of the entire extent of the 
outer peripheral plate (e.g., 1006), as recited in claim 1. The claimed subject matter supports 
minimizing the height of a disk apparatus required to provide a stable platform for mounting a 
rotor shaft of the disk apparatus. More specifically, the inner peripheral plate should be thick 
enough to provide stability for the connected cylindrical portion, step portion, and outer 
peripheral portion, yet as thin as possible to reduce the height requirement that its thickness 
imposes on the disk apparatus. For an outer peripheral plate having a longitudinal length greater 
than that of the inner peripheral plate, as illustrated in the Exhibit, the outer peripheral plate has a 
greater amount of torque applied to its cantilevered free end for the same amount of force than 
does the inner peripheral plate. To avoid having this torque bend the free end of the outer 
peripheral plate, the outer peripheral plate is made thick enough to oppose forces tending to bend 
it. For these reasons, the outer peripheral portion of the rotor frame is thicker than the inner 
peripheral portion, as recited in claim 1 . 

The Applciants respectfully submit that the teachings of the applied references, taken 
alone or together, do not teach or suggest the claimed subject matter of a rotor frame having an 
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inner peripheral portion whose thickness is thinner than that of an entire extent of an outer 
peripheral portion. 

Fukutani discloses, in Fig. 3, a rotor frame 31 having a cylindrical portion adjoined to an 
outer peripheral plate via a step portion. To the extent Fukutani's cylindrical portion hay be 
deemed to include an inner peripheral plate, no part of the cylindrical portion/inner peripheral 
plate is thinner than the entire extent of the outer peripheral plate. 

Higuchi apparently discloses a rotor frame having a cylindrical portion, an inner 
peripheral plate adjoined to the cylindrical portion, a step portion adjoined to the inner peripheral 
plate, and an outer peripheral plate adjoined to the step portion. However, Higuchi's inner 
peripheral plate is much thicker than the distal end of the outer peripheral plate, which is to be 
expected due to the very short lateral length of Higuchi's outer peripheral plate. Thus, Higuchi 
also does not disclose the claimed subject matter whereby the thickness of the inner peripheral 
plate (e.g., 1002) is thinner than that of the entire extent of the outer peripheral plate. 

Although Shiraki, Kim, Obara, and Karidis were not applied in the rejection of claim 1, 
these references also do not disclose the distinguishing subject matter discussed above. 

Accordingly, the Applicants submit that the applied references, considered individually or 
in combination, do not render obvious the subject matter now defined by claim 1 . Independent 
claim 14 similarly recites the above-mentioned subject matter distinguishing claim 1 from the 
applied references. Therefore, the rejections applied to claims 4, 5, and 10-12 are obviated and 
allowance of claims 1 and 14 and all claims dependent therefrom is warranted. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that this application is in condition for allowance and 
a notice to that effect is respectfully solicited. 
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If any issues remain which may best be resolved through a telephone communication, the 



Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned at the local Washington, D.C. telephone 
number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/James Edward Ledbetter/ 

James E. Ledbetter 
Registration No. 28,732 

Attorney Docket No. 5085-07120 
Dickinson Wright, PLLC 
1901 L Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 
20036-3506 

Telephone: (202) 457-0160 
Facsimile: (202) 659-1559 



Date: August 29, 2008 
JEL/DWW/att 
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